[image: image1.png]NWAL

NORTHWEST ATHLETIC CONFERENCE





                    1933 Fort Vancouver Way  (  Vancouver, WA  98663 (  Phone (360) 992-2833 (  E-mail: nwacsports@clark.edu ( www.nwacsports.org 

DATE:

12/11/2020

TO:

NWAC Athletic Commissioners
FR:

Marco Azurdia on behalf of the NWAC Executive Board

RE:

Return to Play Guidelines and NWAC 2021 Winter and Spring Sports, FAQ’s, & Updated Calendar
Commissioners:

The NWAC Executive Board has agreed that sports (excluding Cross Country) scheduled to begin winter term will not resume competition until March 1, 2021. The start date for Cross Country is February 13, 2021. Competition will end no later than June 15, 2021.   All NWAC Championship contests are canceled. 

Competition schedules will be determined regionally by the participating colleges.   Beginning January 2, NWAC Return to Play phased protocols will commence.  Opportunities for team activities, region games, practice, training, and regionalized playoff/championship contests will be determined and defined by each region (member institutions), with the approval of each member college president. NWAC Return to Play and state and local protocols must be followed. 

This guidance is contingent on local and state public health regulations.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:

(Q1)
Since the regions are able to host playoff games and/or a region championship, will those games count against the maximum number of contests allowed in 2021?

(A1)
Yes.  Those additional games will count towards the adjusted maximum number of contests allowed in 2021.
(Q2)
May inter-region games, playoffs, or championships be played?

(A2)
No.  There are on inter-region games, playoff, or championship games allowed.

(Q3)
May a NWAC member college in a region cross state lines to play against a NWAC member college?

(A3)
Yes (regional competition).  If both member college administration’s agree and the local and state authorities protocols allow.

(Q4)
Without championships can a NWAC member college schedule a contest with a non-member college?

(A4)
The following sports may schedule a contest with a non-member college, M/W Cross Country, M/W Golf, and M/W Track and Field.

(Q5) 
In light of the change, do all academic standards still stand?

(A5)
Yes.  For the second-year student-athlete 36-credits must be passed with at GPA of 2.0.  A first-year participant must be enrolled in 12 credits and must pass 10 credits.
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UPDATED 2021 SPORTS SEASON CALENDAR
	Fall Sports
	Grey Phase 
	Red Phase
	Yellow Phase
	Green Phase

(Competitive Window)
	Notes
	Total Maximum Contests

	Cross Country
	1/2/21
	1/16/21
	1/30/21
	2/13/2021
	Region oversight
	TBD

	M/W Golf
	See below
	8/15/20
	8/29/20
	9/12/20-11/20/20
	Region oversight
	See below

	M/W Soccer
	1/2/21
	1/16/21/
	1/30/21
	3/1/2021-6/15/2021
	Region oversight
	20 Matches

	Volleyball
	1/2/21
	1/16/21
	1/30/21
	3/1/2021-6/15/2021
	Region oversight
	27 Matches

	Winter Sports
	Grey Phase 
	Red Phase
	Yellow Phase 
	Green Phase (Competitive Window)
	
	

	M/W Basketball
	1/2/21
	1/16/21
	 1/30/21 
	3/1/2021-6/15/2021
	Region oversight
	24 Games

	Spring Sports
	Grey Phase
	Red Phase
	Yellow Phase 
	Green Phase (Competive Window)
	Region oversight
	

	Baseball 
	1/2/21
	1/16/21
	1/30/21
	3/1/2021-6/15/2021
	Region oversight
	20 Dates

	Softball
	1/2/21
	1/16/21
	1/30/21
	3/1/2021-6/15/2021
	Region oversight
	20 Dates

	M/W Golf
	1/2/21
	1/16/21
	1/30/21
	3/1/2021-6/15/2021
	Region oversight
	11 Matches

	M/W Tennis
	1/2/21
	1/16/21
	1/30/21
	3/1/2021-6/15/2021
	Region oversight
	TBD

	M/W Track & Field
	1/2/21
	1/16/21
	1/30/21
	3/1/2021-6/15/2021
	Region oversight
	TBD

	M/W Track & Field ME
	1/2/21
	1/16/21
	1/30/21
	3/1/2021-6/15/2021
	Region oversight
	TBD


*Teams contests not to exceed the adjusted total allotment for 2021
*Regions to determine regional playoffs

*Modifications:  No overnight stays though exemptions are available by member college presidents.  Sports as deemed necessary may alter rules and/or protocols to adhere to social distancing and other safety precautions.  
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